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Catalog Description

Course Title: Philosophy of Values and Ethics
School: College of Arts and Sciences/Applied Behavioral Sciences
Credit: 5 quarter hours

Prerequisites: Previous courses in the Applied Behavioral Sciences sequence

Examination of process and criteria for forming and testing values. Study of value experience in
cultural and individual contexts; contexts include tradition, scientific inquiry, emotional, and
practical concerns. Values are related to ethical obligations.

Relationship Between this Course and Specific CAS Programs

This is a required course in the Applied Behavioral Sciences program.

Type of Course and Contact Hours

This course was designed to be used within the Applied Behavioral Sciences program. It consists
of five 4-hour classes, for a total of twenty contact hours, with an additional twenty hours of
preparation (independent study) required.

Course Objectives

Y Students will demonstrate knowledge of theoretical principles and skill in applying them to
actual cases/situations.

Y Students will demonstrate understanding of pivotal ethical thinker’s concepts and writings.

Y Students will demonstrate understanding of crucial criteria to specific decisions and actions,
including:
a) Agent's motives/intentions
b) Binding duty-driven principles
c) Consequentialist/utilitarian/theological criteria
d) Situational criteria



Y Students will be able to apply these criteria to topical issues in such areas of inquiry as:
medicine-health, business, family life, sexuality, reproduction, legal affairs, and political
process.

Evaluation Methods
Y In-class contributions based on readings, instructional activities, and experiences.

Y Written evidence of thoughtful reading of course materials and assignments through reports
and a Journal.

Y Applied Summary Paper that allows students to integrate classroom activities and discussion
with life experiences.
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