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The Master of Arts in Teaching Year-Long Internship Program from National College of Education is designed so that school-based faculty can work more directly with teacher education candidates in elementary and middle school classrooms.  Students enrolled in the MAT Year-Long Internship Program are hired by individual school districts as teaching assistants for the school year.  While they are working in the classroom, they complete their practicum observation hours and student teaching assignment and enroll in teacher preparation courses in the evening.  

Below are listed some of the experiences and relationships our students will enjoy during the school year:

· Experience in a classroom for a full year, leading to better understanding of multiple roles of teachers and the socio-emotional and academic needs of children.

· Collaboration in curriculum design, integration, and planning, and in assessment.

· Understanding of the culture of a school including children and parents, faculty and staff.

· Appreciation and planning for the diverse needs of children.

· Support by a mentor faculty member, university supervisor and seminar instructor.

NLU cannot guarantee internship hiring, as each arrangement with schools is unique and depends on a personal match between our students and their teachers, school needs and decisions.  Each site also has different salaries and benefits.  For all schools, the following is the configuration of responsibilities:

Fall:  
   Interns work as teaching interns with faculty (paid)

Winter:  Interns are student teachers in the classroom (unpaid)*

Spring:   Interns act as co-teachers with faculty (paid) OR student teach*

IMPORTANT: 

If you are in an MAT guaranteed sequence or a full-time student, it may be required that you student teach in a different quarter.  If this is the case, you’ll need to withdraw in writing and register for an on-campus seminar.  You will attend seminar on the campus closest to your placement during that student teaching quarter.  This may result in a small tuition increase.

Re: Practicum II and Student Teaching linked experience

* For students who aren’t ready for student teaching during the winter quarter or are completing their practicum observation hours as part of a linked placement, it is possible for you to have a linked Practicum II and Student Teaching experience in your internship classroom. 

In order to do this in a private school, your Practicum I and Special Education hours equaling 51+ clock hours need to be in public school settings.  If this isn’t the case, you’ll need to spend that amount of participation time in a public setting before the internship.

We believe that the Year-Long Internship Program creates opportunities that benefit children, teacher candidates, school-based faculty, and the larger school community.  Internship students are different from traditional classroom aides in that cooperating teachers make a larger commitment to bringing students into the teaching profession.  These highly qualified teachers want the additional opportunity and responsibilities of mentoring our students.  

Past and Current Participating schools/districts include:  Baker Demonstration School, Catherine Cook, Francis W. Parker School, Immaculate conception in Chicago, Lake Forest Country Day School, Latin School of Chicago, University of Chicago Laboratory School, Onahan Elementary & Alice L. Barnard Computer Math and Science Center in CPS, Sunset Ridge District 29, Glencoe District 35, and Winnetka District 36.  
Please contact Lisa Mozer, MAT Year-Long Program Coordinator at Lisa.Mozer@nl.edu or 224-233-2040 with any questions.
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