Course Descriptions

CIL500 Foundations in Language Minority Education

This course provides participants with an understanding of the historical, political, sociocultural, and educational concepts and issues that affect linguistically and culturally diverse students in the schools.  This interdisciplinary approach illuminates the formation of local, state, and federal policies regarding entitlement and appropriate school services for language minorities.  Current theories of Second Language Acquisition (SLA), bilingualism, and sociocultural theories are explored for their pedagogical relevance, and specific program models are examined for their contribution to academic achievement. 3 semester hours

CIL505 Methods & Materials for Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)

Designed to prepare teachers in methodology for English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL). Participants consider theories of Second Language Acquisition, pedagogy, and language methodology as applied to classroom situations.  Participants are guided in observing, preparing a teaching unit, and presenting lessons based on various theoretical schools and approaches:  Cognitive-Code Language Learning, Comprehension-Based, Communicative-Interactionist, Affective-Humanist, Aesthetic, etc.  Participants also discuss the selection, use, and evaluation of ESOL books and materials as well as classroom arrangements and management.  ESL, Bilingual & BIL Spec Ed required.  Prerequisite: CIL500, CIL531, or CIL510).  3 semester hours

EPS511 Human Learning and Development in Instructional Contexts
During this course students explore theory and research on human development as it relates to teaching and learning in diverse educational settings.  Students focus on the developmental issues/processes of different age learners across different domains (e.g. neurological, cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional).  Students also examine the relationship between these processes and the acquisition of academic competence, including habits of mind that promote ongoing learning and mental health in schools.  Fifteen hours of observations are required of all students. 3 semester hours
ESR514 Research in Action: Becoming Practitioner Researchers
Students explore research paradigms with an emphasis on practitioner research and its role in education.  Students examine their own educational views, histories and values, and, choose topics for small-scale projects and assignments that introduce them to different research designs and methodologies.  Data from several sources will be collected and analyzed.  Course readings are used to exemplify various methods and styles of conceptualizing, conducting, and presenting research.  Students will learn about ethical considerations in educational inquiry and the skills necessary to critique research.  Students who have taken ESR 506 and ESR 507 may not receive degree credit for ESR514.  3 semester hours
EPS541 Cognition and Instruction

Students examine research in cognition, learning, and academic achievement as applied to diverse school and classroom contexts. Discussion focuses on key learning principles derived from research on academic learning and their implications for effective instructional and

assessment/evaluation practices. Students apply their knowledge through interview, observation, and critique of learning and teaching practices in diverse classrooms. School Psychology students must take this course for 3sh to include 15 hours of classroom observation.

Prerequisite(s): A human development course. 2 to 3 semester hours, variable.

FND504 History and Philosophy of Education

The course examines key turning points in American educational history.  It locates educational transformation within social, political, and economic developments, and emphasizes the complex relationship between leading educators' ideas and educational change.  Required for all masters’ degree students.  2 semester hours 

MLE500 The Middle School: An Overview

Introduces the philosophical history of the middle school.  Emphasizes the 10- to 14-year-old child and the unique schooling needs of that student.  Includes a description of exploratory programs, curricular designs, teacher competencies, thematic unit planning, and the teacher as a counselor.  3 semester hours  

MLE502 Middle School Curriculum

Expands on the unique needs of emerging adolescents and the necessary curriculum for middle schools.  The process of curriculum development, goal setting, needs assessment, affective experiences, and evaluation are applied to the student’s own middle school situation.  Sample curricular programs are designed as a part of this course.  Prerequisite:  MLE500.  3 semester hours

RLL522 Adolescent Literature

This course is designed to provide an overview of young adult literature (for ages 12-18).  Reading interests are analyzed from the perspective of readers’ development.  Guidelines are provided for selection, evaluation, and uses of young adult literature in the classroom.  
*Students taking the 5 semester hours of Reading electives will need one extra semester hour, which they can fulfill either through a 1-s.h. workshop or by taking a 1-s.h. course by arrangement with their RLL professor.  If taking a Course by Arrangement, students will need to obtain signatures from their Reading professor, advisor, and program coordinator, after which they need to send the form to the Associate Dean in Wheeling.    

Prerequisite:  RLL520 or graduate or undergraduate children’s literature course taken within the past 5 years, or consent of instructor.  2 semester hours.

 RLL528 Survey of Multicultural Literature K-12

This course is designed to provide an in-depth study of multicultural literature, K-12.  For the purpose of this course, multicultural literature is defined as literature by and about people of ethnic and racial diversity.  Guidelines for selecting and evaluating culturally authentic literature will be an essential component of this course.  Emphasis is placed on fostering understanding of various population groups of our society through discussion that stem from quality multicultural children’s books.  Prerequisite:  Rll520 or basic children’s literature course, taken within the last five year or consent of the instructor.  

*Students taking the 5 semester hours of Reading electives will need one extra semester hour, which they can fulfill either through a 1-s.h. workshop or by taking a 1-s.h. course by arrangement with their RLL professor.  If taking a Course by Arrangement, students will need to obtain signatures from their Reading professor, advisor, and program coordinator, after which they need to send the form to the Associate Dean in Wheeling.    

RLR502 Teaching Reading Comprehension

Introduces theories and models of comprehension and implication of these constructs for the teaching of reading comprehension.  Develops familiarity with issues related to questioning, text organization, metacognitive monitoring, and guided reading strategies.  Looks at the importance of writing and literature to the development of active comprehension strategies.  Prerequisite: Basic undergraduate or graduate reading methods course or RLR500. 3 semester hours
*Students taking the 5 semester hours of Reading electives will need one extra semester hour, which they can fulfill either through a 1-s.h. workshop or by taking a 1-s.h. course by arrangement with their RLL professor.  If taking a Course by Arrangement, students will need to obtain signatures from their Reading professor, advisor, and program coordinator, after which they need to send the form to the Associate Dean in Wheeling.    

RLR503 Teaching Content and Advanced Reading

This course focuses on the development of mature reading, particularly reading to learn from expository text materials and the development of study skills.  Teaching methods that develop strategic reading of informational texts and the assimilation and accommodation of new ideas will be explored.  The ways that middle and secondary schools can best provide such reading instruction across the curriculum will be considered.  Prerequisite: Basic undergraduate or graduate reading methods course or RLR500. 3 semester hours
*Students taking the 5 semester hours of Reading electives will need one extra semester hour, which they can fulfill either through a 1-s.h. workshop or by taking a 1-s.h. course by arrangement with their RLL professor.  If taking a Course by Arrangement, students will need to obtain signatures from their Reading professor, advisor, and program coordinator, after which they need to send the form to the Associate Dean in Wheeling.    

SEC525 American Urban Education: Cultural and Sociopolitical Contexts

This course will explore how race, ethnicity, culture, class, and gender affect access to, and quality in, education.  It will examine the past and present educational experiences of people of various cultural backgrounds in an effort to understand the context of their current sociopolitical realities and how these realities affect the educational process.  Strategies for teaching in a culturally diverse society and creating multicultural curriculum will be explored.  3 semester hours.
SPE500 Introduction to Exceptional Children and Adolescents/Special Education

This course provides fundamental knowledge of the historical, legal, philosophical, and instructional issues pertaining to the education of students with disabilities.  Key components of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and other important laws and regulations are stressed.  A basic understanding is gained of all high incidence—with an emphasis on learning disabilities and behavior disorders—and low incidence disabilities.  A variety of assessment and instructional strategies are introduced. All types of classroom and intervention models are explored, including inclusion, co-teaching, mainstream, resource and self-contained.  The responsibilities of general education and special education teachers, partnerships with parents, and collaborative reform issues are highlighted.  Fifteen clinical observation hours are required as part of this course.  3 semester hours

SPE501 Educational Diagnostic Assessment of Exceptional Children and Adolescents

This course provides an overview of the process of collecting information for the purpose of specifying learning strengths/challenges and making appropriate educational decisions.  Legal, ethical, sociological, and historical considerations are explored.  Implications of cultural/linguistic assessment issues area addressed.  Particular attention is given to:  psychometric aspects of instruments, the role of ongoing observation, issues of assessment bias, and selection of an appropriate assessment battery.  Special emphasis is directed towards interpreting test results and connecting assessment to instruction.  The role of the special educator as a collaborative consultant and multidisciplinary team member is considered.  A minimum of 15 hours of clinical experiences required.  3 semester hours

SPE506 Frameworks and Perspectives in Special Education
Designed to provide the beginning graduate student with the foundational frameworks and perspectives of special education and their implications for the resulting implications for and problems of policy and practice.  Epistemological frameworks are explored as are the resulting practical implications and problems.  Throughout this course, students will interpret the discourses of disability from a variety of frameworks and perspectives and to understand the influences of those frameworks and perspectives on the everyday lives of teachers and students.  Major issues of special education theory and practice are addressed, including:  curriculum, pedagogy, legal/ethical/political issues, cultural diversity, and the impact of values and beliefs on special education practice.  3 semester hours

SPE527 Individualized Curriculum and Instruction
This course is designed to address the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of individualized curriculum and instruction.  Specifically, emphasis is placed on current best practices in individualizing curriculum and instructional methods for students with disabilities.  It will focus on a planning and implementation process for incorporating general education learning standards, differentiated instruction, curricular adaptations to the general education curriculum, ecological assessment, IEP development, systematic instruction, self-advocacy and self-determination, and provide instruction in general education and community settings.  All students  will be required to complete 15 hours of fieldwork as part of this course.  3 semester hours
Methods Courses
SEC502 Methods and Materials for Teaching at the Secondary Level

Introduction to teaching in the secondary school course includes issues and trends affecting teaching at the secondary level, curriculum development and integration, community building and maintenance, and constructing disciplinary knowledge.  With attention paid to reform mandates and assessments, a variety of instructional models will be discussed, critiqued, and practiced.  3 semester hours

*This course requires 25 hours of pre-clinical observation.  Two or three full days of observation will be arranged for SEC502. Dates and locations will be announced on the first evening of class.  Students will complete the remaining hours of observation on their own.

Students will choose one of the content area courses listed below as indicated in their transcript evaluation letter and take that course only.  

SEC510 Teaching Biology in the Secondary School

This course, intended for students preparing to be certified secondary school teachers, addresses the content and discipline of Biology as it pertains to general goals of secondary education.  Pedagogical content knowledge, materials, instructional issues and methods will be developed to enhance students’ ability to teach Biology to secondary school students.  3 semester hours

SEC512 Teaching Language Arts/English in the Secondary School

This course, intended for students preparing to be certified secondary school teachers, addresses the content and discipline of English as it pertains to general goals of secondary education.  Pedagogical content knowledge, materials, instructional issues and methods will be developed to enhance students’ ability to teach English to secondary school students.  3 semester hours

SEC514 Teaching Mathematics in the Secondary School

This course, intended for students preparing to be certified secondary school teachers, addresses the content and discipline of Mathematics as it pertains to general goals of secondary education.  Pedagogical content knowledge, materials, instructional issues and methods will be developed to enhance students’ ability to teach Mathematics to secondary school students.  3 semester hours

SEC516 Teaching Physical Science in the Secondary School

This course, intended for students preparing to be certified secondary school teachers, addresses the content and discipline of Physical Science as it pertains to general goals of secondary education.  Pedagogical content knowledge, materials, instructional issues and methods will be developed to enhance students’ ability to teach Physical Science to secondary school students.  3 semester hours

SEC518 Teaching Social Studies in the Secondary School

This course, intended for students preparing to be certified secondary school teachers, addresses the content and discipline of Social Studies as it pertains to general goals of secondary education.  Pedagogical content knowledge, materials, instructional issues and methods will be developed to enhance students’ ability to teach Social Studies to secondary school students.  3 semester hours

SEC522 Classical Language Methodology

The course, intended for students preparing to be certified as secondary school teachers (middle school and high school), addresses the content, approach and methodology of Latin teaching as it pertains to the National Standards for the Teaching of Classical Language.  The primary focus is to combine the findings of modern linguistic theory with that of current reading theory to construct a teaching framework for facilitating the development of syntactic and reading expertise in a learner-centered environment. 3 semester hours

SEC524 Communicative Language Teaching in the Modern Language Classroom
This modern language methods course is designed for M.A.T. students who intend to teach modern world languages other than English to kindergarten through high school students.  Participants will learn how to use implications of current second language (L2) acquisition theory to foster a learner-centered classroom in which the L2 is the primary language of communication at all levels of instruction.  Students will analyze the components of communicative competence--the ability to express, interpret and negotiate meaning--and will learn how to use performance-based assessment of communicative and written competences to drive curriculum and instruction. 3 semester hours

SEC525 American Urban Education: Cultural & Sociopolitical Contexts

This course will explore how race, ethnicity, culture, class, and gender affects access to, and quality in, education.  It will examine the past and present educational experiences of people of various cultural backgrounds in an effort to understand and context of their current sociopolitical realities and how those realities affect the educational process.  Strategies for teaching in a culturally diverse society and creating multicultural curriculum will be explored.  3 semester hours.
*A total of 50 hours of clinical observation are required for the content area methods courses.  Up to two full days of observation may be arranged by the methods instructor for SEC510-524. The remaining hours of observation will be done individually.

Student Teaching

Students will student teach in the same content area that corresponds with the methods course taken.

SEC590A Student Teaching in the Secondary School Biological Science

This field-based experience is required of all students seeking professional certification as a secondary school Biological Science teacher.  Student teaching offers supervised opportunities to develop and refine teaching skills in a secondary school.  The College of Education makes all placements.  6 semester hours

SEC590B Student Teaching in the Secondary School Language Arts/English

This field-based experience is required of all students seeking professional certification as a secondary school Languages Arts/English teacher.  Student teaching offers supervised opportunities to develop and refine teaching skills in a secondary school.  The College of

Education makes all placements.  6 semester hours

SEC590C Student Teaching in the Secondary School Mathematics

This field-based experience is required of all students seeking professional certification as a secondary school Mathematics teacher.  Student teaching offers supervised opportunities to develop and refine teaching skills in a secondary school.  The College of Education makes all placements.  6 semester hours

SEC590D Student Teaching in the Secondary School Physical Science

This field-based experience is required of all students seeking professional certification as a secondary school Physical Science teacher.  Student teaching offers supervised opportunities to develop and refine teaching skills in a secondary school.  The College of Education makes all placements.  6 semester hours

SEC590E Student Teaching in the Secondary School Social Studies

This field-based experience is required of all students seeking professional certification as a secondary school Social Studies teacher.  Student teaching offers supervised opportunities to develop and refine teaching skills in a secondary school.  The College of Education makes all placements.  6 semester hours

SEC590F Student Teaching K-12: Modern World Languages
This field-based experience is required of all students seeking professional certification as a secondary school modern world language teacher.  Student teaching offers supervised opportunities to develop and refine teaching skills in a secondary or middle school.  All candidates will have clinical experience with diverse student populations prior to and during student teaching.  A minimum of 10 consecutive weeks of full-day student teaching is required to complete the program; however, additional weeks may be required depending upon the State in which certification is sought.  If course goes beyond the one term, then an "X" grade will be given until all student teaching hours are completed.  The dates of student teaching depend on the school placement.  In addition, a Cluster and/or content area seminar will meet for a minimum of five-ten sessions depending upon the length of student teaching.  The College of Education makes all placements. 6 semester hours

Students are eligible to apply for Illinois Certification following student teaching.
